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Ensuring that children have access to clean drinking water is a critical component in the effort to release them from poverty. Without clean water, children suffer from many negative effects, including chronic illness and school absences. Water-related intestinal diseases can even lead to malnutrition, resulting in stunted mental and physical development and greatly limiting a child’s opportunities later in life. Your recent sponsorship of clean water projects at 10 Compassion child development centers in eastern India is already beginning to make a significant difference in the lives of children there.

A Difficult Situation
The 10 projects are all located in the state of West Bengal, a highly agricultural state but also the most densely populated state in India. Prior to your intervention, many children at the centers were suffering from gastrointestinal diseases related to drinking contaminated water. Many were also missing classes at school and activities at their Compassion centers because they had to collect water for their families at distant sites. The lack of water was particularly problematic in the dry months of April and May, when some Compassion centers would shut down as families would temporarily relocate because of the lack of clean water in their communities.

Making Progress
Your support is making it possible for these 10 Compassion centers to overcome these obstacles by providing access to clean water on site. A combination of bore wells and rainwater harvesting systems is being used, depending on the circumstances at each location. To date, four water projects have been fully completed, and four more have begun the work of bore well installation. One child development center, EI-117, needed only a water purifier to be able to provide clean water.






	Project
	Status

	EI-151, EI-158, EI-159
	Completed. Bore wells installed and children accessing clean water.

	EI-117
	Completed. Water purifier installed and children accessing clean water.

	EI-106, EI-197
	In process. Bore wells being installed.

	EI-153, EI-179
	In process. Rainwater harvesting systems being built.

	EI-177
	In process, but delayed by monsoon.

	EI-183
	In process, but delayed by landslide.



Clear Objectives
The objectives for the water projects are clear and tangible, with the following outcomes anticipated:
· All 10 child development centers will have enough water for drinking, cooking and cleaning.
· All registered children will be able to access water at their centers for household use.
· We expect a 40 percent decrease in gastrointestinal disease among registered children.
· About 80 percent of registered children will show positive weight gain at health screenings.
· We expect 35 percent of families of registered children will practice rainwater collection at home.

Grateful Hearts
Thank you for your support of this very important project. Your participation will ensure that thousands of children and their families in eastern India will no longer suffer as a result of the lack of clean water. May God bless you for your willingness to meet this tremendous need.
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